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whole romance of what he now hoped to do, instead of the worth-
less occupations which should have filled the approaching day,
arose within his mind; pleasant fantasies softly conducted him
into the kingdom of sleep, and then gave him up to their sisters,
sweet dreams, who received him with open arms, and encircled
his reposing head with the images of heaven.
Early in the morning he was awake again, and thinking of
the business that lay before him. He revisited the house of the
forsaken family, where his presence caused no small surprise. He
introduced his proposal in the most prudent manner, and soon
found both more and fewer difficulties than he had anticipated.
For one thing, the evil was already done; and though people of
a singularly strict and harsh temper are wont to set themselves
forcibly against the past, and thus to increase the evil that cannot
now be remedied; yet, on the other hand, what is actually done
exerts a resistless effect upon most minds; an event which lately
appeared impossible takes its place, so soon as it has really oc-
curred, with what occurs daily. It was accordingly soon settled,
that Herr Melina was to wed the daughter; who, however, in re-
turn, because of her misconduct, was to take no marriage-portion
with her, and to promise that she would leave her aunt's legacy,
for a few years more, at an easy interest, in her father's hands.
But the second point, touching a civil provision for Melina, was
attended with greater difficulties. They liked not to have the
luckless pair continually living in their sight; they would not
have a present object ever calling to their minds the connexion
of a mean vagabond with so respectable a family, a family which
could number even a Superintendent among its relatives ; nay, it
was not to be looked for, that the government would trust him
with a charge. Both parents were alike inflexible in this matter;
and Wilhelm, who pleaded very hard, unwilling that a man whom
he contemned should return to the stage, and convinced that he
deserved not such a happiness, could not, with all his rhetoric,
produce the slenderest impression. Had he known the secret
springs of the business, he would have spared himself the labour
of attempting to persuade. The father would gladly have kept
his daughter near him, but he hated the young man, because his
wife herself had cast an eye upon him; while the latter could not
bear to have, in her stepdaughter, a happy rival constantly before
her eyes. So Melina, with his young wife, who already manifested
no dislike to go and see the world, and be seen of it, was obliged,

